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NFL ANALYSIS ‘17 
by: Jake Stickney 

A Peek 

Inside... 

Patriots - Is the Brady- Belichick Era over?  And will the 

Patriots ever get any worse?  They have some of the best 
receivers in the league and of course the “greatest” 
quarterback to ever play the game Best Player: QB Tom 
Brady  Bills- Almost there but seem like a playoff team. 
The Bills just need some really good franchise players. 
Best Player :RB LeSean McCoy Dolphins- It will be 
interesting to see what happens when Ryan Tannehill 
comes back.  Best Player: WR Jarvis Landry Jets- Still 
need a franchise quarterback, a better running back, and 
good receivers.  Best Player: DE Muhammad Wilkerson  
Texans- An injured J.J Watt is disappointing, but now they 
finally have a future franchise quarterback,Deshaun 
Watson.  Best Player: DE J.J. Watt Jaguars- Fournette is 
leading this team, so Bortles, who is getting better, needs 
to take charge and lead this team to the Super Bowl.  Best 
Player: RB Leonard Fournette Titans- Needs to work on 
getting a star receiving core and better defense.  Best 
Player: QB Marcus Mariota   Colts- A trade with Jacoby 
Brissett for a good receiver would be a good idea when 
Luck comes back because they traded Phillip Dorsett for 
Jacoby Brissett.  Best Player: K Adam Vinatieri  Steelers- 
Does Big Ben still have it?  And when he retires, who will 
take over at QB?  Landry Jones or Joshua Dobbs  Best 
Player: WR Antonio Brown Bengals- Once John Ross 
comes back they will be in pretty good shape.  Best 
Player: WR A.J. Green Ravens- What is joining on with the 
Ravens?  The only stars on the Ravens are Terrell Suggs, 
Joe Flacco, Jeremy Maclin. Best Player: LB Terrell Suggs 
Browns- 1-15 again?  

Maybe two or three wins more but are still going to 
disappoint.  And their passing game needs work.  Best 
Player: OT Joe Thomas  Chiefs - Tyreek Hill and Kareem 
Hunt are great and Alex Smith is having of his best 
seasons ever so the Chiefs are scary team to play.  Best 
Player: TE Travis Kelce Raiders- Lynch is in his early 
thirties, so he has a couple more years left in his career. 
And when Carr is ready, look out.  Best Player: DE Khalil 
Mack Chargers-  With Philip Rivers getting older, the 

Chargers are 
still“decent”. 
Probably not a 
playoff team 
but will not 
disappoint too 
much.  But 
when Mike 
Williams is 

back, they will  be a pretty good team Best Player: DE 
Joey Bosa  Broncos- The Broncos fell apart when Peyton 
Manning retired, and now the biggest quarterback  battle 
is Trevor Siemian or Paxton Lynch.  But getting Brock 
Osweiler back was a good idea and Osweiler should start. 
Best Player: LB Von Miller  Cowboys-Dak is doing great, 
and if Prescott gets one more receiving weapon, besides 
Dez Bryant, because if he get’s hurt there  really is no 
more hardcore receivers to throw to,  but when Ezekiel 
Elliott is done with the on and off suspension, the 
Cowboys will dominate the league. 
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MIDDLE SCHOOL SPORTS OFF TO A STRONG START 

by: Aidan Bartle & Zach Genkinger 

     The girls modified soccer team looks like they could go 

undefeated, to us they are looking like a superstar team right now. 
For the 2017-18 season will the girls modified soccer team go 
undefeated? Will this be the year for them? This could be the year the 
girls modified soccer team could take home the championship. Will 
the girls Modified soccer team win on the day before Halloween 
against Tonawanda or will the Boys Modified Soccer pull it through 
and win against Tonawanda? 
  
     On Thursday October 5th the Modified Football team lost their 
game against Cheektowaga 20-6, Thomas Brown scored on a pass by 
Carson Marcus, and Nate Penna was a tackling machine! On 
Wednesday October 11th the boys Modified Football team won 
against Iroquois 20-18 in a nail bitter. They squeaked out a win 
behind the awesome running of Jason Richardson, and a spectacular 
block by Matt Haak on a kick that would’ve tied the game.  

     The boys finished their season with a hard fight against West 
Seneca West Middle last week, but unfortunately couldn’t take the 
win. They played a great season! On Monday October 6th the girls 
Modified Volleyball team also lost a great game against Maryvale. 
They fought hard and played well.  
 
     The girls modified soccer team improves their record to 7-0 after 
playing a home game against JFK on 10/18/17.  
 

GO SMS SPORTS! 
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Best Player: RB Ezekiel Elliott  Eagles- Wentz 
in now fairly good, especially with Jeffery and 
Blount, which gives them a good shot at the 
playoffs.  Best Player:  WR Alshon Jeffery 
Redskins- Kirk Cousins is okay, but is having 
some trouble adjusting to not having DeSean 
Jackson and Pierre Garcon.  Best Player: CB 
Josh Norman Giants-  Is Eli done or what?  At 
age 36 he is not the same Eli as he was a 
while ago.  Meanwhile,  OBJ is out for the 
season, and injuries arose on Brandon 
Marshall, Sterling Shepard, Paul Perkins, and 
other Giants players.  Best Player:  WR Odell 
Beckham Jr  Falcons-  Matty Ice isn’t having a 
season like last year but is still doing pretty 
good.  Atlanta’s offense and defense will 
probably not give them another shot at the 
Super Bowl, but will probably get into the 
playoffs.  It has been hard for the Falcons 
though adjusting to not having  Mike 
Shanahan. Best Player: WR Julio Jones 
Panthers-Cam Newton is not bouncing back 
as much as people thought he would, but will 
lead himself and the team to hopefully a 
better season.  Best Player: LB Luke Kuechly 
Buccaneers- Winston isn’t quite ready to lead 
the Bucs to the Super Bowl, but maybe the 
playoffs.  

Best Player: WR Mike Evans  Saints- This is 
the problem with the Saints.  Drew Brees is a 
stunning quarterback, it is just that he has no 
great receivers.  Michael Thomas, Willie 
Snead, and Ted Ginn Jr are decent, but Brees 
is 38 years old, and if the Saints want to win 
games and go to the playoffs Brees is the guy 
who will do that for them.  All the Saints need 
to do is get a really good receiver.   Best 

Player: QB Drew Brees  Bears-  Now with 
Trubisky starting the Bears will succeed 
much more.  Mike Glennon is not a bad 
quarterback, t is just that he he didn’t fit with 
the Bears. Best Player: RB Jordan Howard 
Packers- Aaron Rodgers will undergo 
surgery for his broken collarbone, so receiver 
Jordy Nelson will have to lead the Packers on 
offense if the Packers want to be in the 
playoffs. Best Player:  QB Aaron Rodgers 
Lions- Quarterback Matthew Stafford is 29, 
and the Lions don’t really look that great. 
 

 Both their offense and defense look okay, but 
could be better.  Best Player: WR Golden Tate 
Vikings-  Teddy Bridgewater is back, so it 
will be interesting to see what is going to 
happen for the Vikings this year.  Best 
Player: Dalvin Cook RB  Seahawks- Russell 
Wilson is still doing pretty good and the 
offense is pretty good.  Their defense  is 
pretty strong too,  with Earl Thomas, Richard 
Sherman, Michael Bennett and Kam 
Chancellor.  QB Best Player: CB Richard 
Sherman  Rams- The L.A. Rams are doing a 
lot better than last year.  They snagged 
Sammy Watkins, Jared Goff and Todd Gurley. 
All of the Rams have improved.  Best Player: 
DT Aaron Donald  Cardinals-  Palmer is 
aging quickly, and so is Fitzgerald so if they 
are going to make something happen it needs 
to happen now.  Also it will be interesting 
when David Johnson comes back, because 
David Johnson is one of the best running 
backs in the league, but running back Adrian 
Peterson has more experience.  Best Player: 
RB David Johnson  49ers-  The 49ers are 
definitely very far from getting back their 
glory days.  Brian Hoyer needs to improve 
along with Carlos Hyde. The gain of Pierre 
Garcon and offensive coordinator and head 
coach Kyle Shanahan helped though.  Best 
Player:  WR Pierre Garcon.  

Fun & Simple Fall Crafts 

by: Rachael Budde & Jessica Puchlerz 

 

Continued from below left: Fall Crafts 

 
Pilgrim pencil Holder: 
 

Supplies: one toilet paper tube, cardboard, 
construction paper( yellow black and gray), 
glue 

● Step:1. Cut the cardboard into a circle 
that can fit around the toilet paper 
roll.  

● Step:2. Glue the cardboard to the 
toilet paper roll. 

● Step:3. Take your construction paper 
and cover the toilet paper roll and 
cardboard. 

● Step:4. Use your gray and yellow 
construction paper and make a 
rectangle around the toilet paper roll 
covered in Black construction paper 
then glue it on. 

● Step:5. Put your colored pencils in 
side of the newly decorated toilet 
paper roll and display. 

 

Here are some simple crafts that you can do with friends, family, and even by yourself!  
We are going to show you six different crafts that only need things that you would have 

around your house. 
 

FINGER TURKEYS: 
Supplies:                                                                                 Steps:  

● Colored Construction paper                   1. Gather your supplies.  

                 Glue                                                                          2. Cut out a large and a small brown circle.  
                                                                                                        (small circle=head)  (big circle=body) 

● Scissors                                                                   3. Glue the small the circle to the edge of the big circle. 
● Googly eyes (optional)                                       4. Glue your colored leaves on each side of the small circle. 

(on the big circle) 
● Leaves (differently colored)                             5. Cut out a yellow triangle and glue it to the middle-bottom. 

of the small circle 

Small red balloon                                                 6. Glue the googly eyes to the turkey’s head or cut out two  

                                                                                                        eye sized circles and glue them to the head.  (small circle) 

Pilgrim Pencil Holder: 
Supplies: one good sized pine cone, construction paper(any color), googly eyes, liquid glue or stick glue, 
feathers (any color) 
Step: 1. Take your Pinecone and glue the googly eyes onto the front. 
Step:2. Cut your yellow construction paper into a small-sized triangle and glue it right under the googly eyes. 
Step:3. Take your feathers and glue them to the base of the pine cone. 
Step:4. Set your Pinecone turkeys out for decoration. 

Continued on above right 

Niagara County S.P.C.A. Rehabilitates Animals 

by: Quinn Hurley 

The Niagara County SPCA is a non-kill shelter 
located on 2100 Lockport Rd. in Niagara Falls 
N.Y. The SPCA focuses on rehoming all 
animals once they are rehabilitated. They 
work to educate the public on the  

prevention of animal cruelty and 
overpopulation. Many people believe that 
only cats and dogs can be adopted through 
the SPCA, however, they have adoptable 
rabbits, pigs, and rodents as well. 

Anyone wanting to help is able to donate 
both in person and online. If you can’t donate 
money, you can always donate your time. If 
you really enjoy dogs, you can be a  

Continued on left  A3: SPCA 
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An Inspiring Story 

by: Ellen Nicholson 

“Tailwagger”, working to 
improve the well-being of a dog. 
If cats are your thing, why not 
become a “Purr-Pal”, working to 

ensure the cats’ happiness. 
Lastly, “Community-Outreach” 
volunteers work within 
neighborhoods to meet the needs 
of the SPCA. (“Purr-Pals” and 
“Tailwaggers” jobs do require 

training.) Finally, the hours of 
adoption are: Monday, 
Wednesday, and Thursday from 
12-8 P.M, Friday from 10:30-5 
P.M, and Saturday from 11-5 P.M. 

The Two Hospital Patients  
 

    Two old men had been 

critically ill and in the hospital. 
The one old man had a bed next 
to the only window in the room 
and could sit up and look out it 
for an hour every afternoon. The 
other old man was only able to 
lay on his back  all the time, every 
day. These two old men had been 
good friends and would talk to 
each other throughout the day. 
Every day the old man with the 
bed by the window would sit up 
and describe the view to the 
other. He said that, “The window 
overlooked a park with a lovely 
lake. Ducks and Swans played on 
the water while the children 
sailed their model boats. Young 
lovers walked arm and arm 
amidst flowers of every color of 
the rainbow. Grand old trees 
graced the landscape and a fine  

view of the city skyline could be 
seen in the distance.”  Every day 
for that one hour the man that 
could not see out the window  
would close his eyes and picture 
what the view had looked like. 
Only wishing that he could go 
and look out the window for 
himself. 
     The next day when the nurse 
was going in to check on them, 
she had found that the old man 
by the window  had peacefully 
died in his sleep that night. After 
the death of the old man that 
would sit by the window, when it 
was most appropriate, the other 

old man 
asked if he 
could be 
moved to 
the window. 
After that he 
had slowly 

and painfully had gotten up to 
look out the window only to see 
that there was a brick wall in the 
front of it. He had asked the  
 
 

nurse why the other old man had 
said that there was a park filled 
with so many nice things in it if 
there was a wall right in front of 
it. The nurse said that the other 
old man was totally blind and 
that he was just telling you the 
stories to keep you happy. 
I thought that this story was very 
touching and inspiring. After all 
that the two of the old men were 
going through, the old man by the 
window still had an imagination 
and the creativity to make up a 
story to make his friend feel good 
and happy, when he was longing 
to look out that window for 
himself. I think that that shows a 
good sense of friendship and 
loyalty. To lie like that to make 
the other feel good and happy for 
once in a very long while is truly 
motivating. I don’t know about 
you, but I thought that this story 
was very encouraging. 
 
 
 
 
 

NFL in 2017...Surprising? 

by: Richie Deney & Noah Umstead  

Chef’s Corner 

by: Courtney Cianflone 

 The NFL has been surprising 

in 2017 because look at the NFL 
standings 1) Chiefs 4-0 2) 3-1 
Bills 3) Falcons 3-1 4) Eagles 3-1 
5) Packers 3-1 6) Steelers 3-1 7) 
Panthers 3-1 8)Denver 3-1 
9)Buccaneers 2-1 10) New York 
Jets 2-2 who would have thought 
that the Bills would have been #2 
the Buccaneers and Jets at #9, 
#10 and the Patriots aren’t on 
the list. Another reason why the 
NFL is been surprising the 
Browns are 0-4 everyone thought 
at the beginning of the year the 
Browns were going to be good in 
week 1 they only lost to the 
Steelers by 1 point but then 
everything went downhill quickly 
in week 4 the Browns are 0-4 but 
they are a good team they have 
DeShone Kizer, Myles Garrett, 
and Jabrill Peppers so the 
Browns are a good team, but they 
just don’t play like it at all. The 
Browns in preseason went 4-0 
which doesn’t always have an 
affect on how a team plays. Who  

would've thought of the Giants 
would be 0-4 with Eli Manning, 
Odell Beckham jr., Brandon 
Marshall, Sterling Shepard, Jason 
Pierre-Paul, and Landon Collins. 
They aren't doing well either. 
Another thing everybody is 
talking about was the Bills at 3-1 
they might win the division over 

the Patriots.  Will Antonio Brown 
turn into the new Odell Beckham 
Jr. By throwing the gatorade 
cooler on the field after only 
getting 9 targets and 4 receptions 
after getting frustrated after he 
was wide open and Ben 
Roethlisberger didn't throw to 
him is Antonio Brown more 
selfish than you think? I think so 
because remember in 2014 in 
week 1 of the regular season 
Antonio Brown was returning a 
kick and had a touchdown if he 
bounced it to the outside, but 
thought he had to try to “hurdle” 
Spencer Lanning in the head. 
That cost the Steelers a 
touchdown and backed them up 
15 yards for unnecessary 
roughness. 

Quick Black Forest Cherry 
Cake 

Servings:16 
Prep: 20 Minutes 

 
What you’ll need: 

2-Layers-size dark chocolate 
fudge cake mix 

10 oz sized jar of black cherry 
spreadable fruit or preservatives 

Cherry juice 
 Sweetened Whipped cream 

Chocolate curls 
 

Instructions: 
 

1.Grease a 13 by 9 by 2 inch 
baking pan. Prepare cake mix as 

instructed on box. Cool 
thoroughly. 

2. To serve, mix together cherry 
juice and black cherry 

preservatives cut the cake into 
squares and top with whipped 

cream, then place the spreadable 
fruit mixture on top. Lastly, 

garnish with the chocolate curls. 
 

Easy! Bon Appetite! 
 

Fun fall salad: 
 

What you'll need 
Cranberries 

Butter lettuce  
Baby arugula  

Cherry tomatoes 
Pomegranate seeds 

 
Instructions: 

Mix together chopped butter 
lettuce (1 cup), baby arugula (3 

cups), cranberries ( however 
many you would like), cherry 
tomatoes, chopped in half (½ 
cup), and Pomegranate seeds 

(however many you would like) 
and top with the dressing of your 
choice. ( I suggest ranch or apple 

cider vinaigrette) 
Ta-da! You've made a simple yet 

delicious fresh fall salad! 
 

I hope you've enjoyed this Chef’s 
Corner! Enjoy!! 
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Buffalo Sports: A Mixed Bag 

By: Sam Tomm  and Hayden Schuler 

Temi - The Personal 

Robot 

By: Evan Floss & Hudson Holzbaur 

     The Bills may have been expected to be 
better but not as good as expected. They 
after an unsurprising win over Josh McCown 
and the Jets but it was never expected to win 
against the Broncos and even more 
surprising the Falcons in the wake of their 
Super Bowl season.They have had a hot 3-1 

start due to 
overpowering 
defense and 
amazing starts 
by LeSean 
McCoy and 
Tyrod Taylor. 

Then the Bills lost to the Bengals 20-16 the 
offense just cannot score, only scoring 17.8 
points per game.  The Bills defense is actually 
quite good, giving up 14.8 points per game. 
The defense is keeping them alive. Their pass 
defense is also a bright spot with Micah Hyde 
leading the NFL in interceptions with four. 
Jordan Poyer has also been great with two 
interceptions. The Bills though with some 
bumps have quickly built up a solid team. 
Another problem is injuries were tight end 
Charles Clay,wide receiver Jordan 
Matthews,and cornerback E.J Gaines have 
already fallen prey. But those problems can 
soon be fixed, and the bottom line problem is 
their receiving corp. This problem was fixed 
in early season by relying on Taylor to hit up 
on Clay, but Clay is hurt. It does not help that 
only high dividend receiver Jordan Matthews 
is hurt. Zay Jones has potential but is 
notorious for dropping passes.  
  

Even with some upsets and some 
disappointments, the Bills, even with a 
crumbling offense, can piece together a 
memorable season if the defense stays up to 
pace, McCoy stays sharp,and Jones and the 
other receivers can realize they are in the 
NFL.  

Now that the Bills are on bye we will 
see changes that Sean McDermott will do. 
Maybe he  will  change up the offense to 
scoring a little more, and the defence gets 
better, the Bills will cruise through the 
season with their first winning record in 3 
years, and maybe their first playoff 
appearance in 17 years! 

Now for the Sabres.  They are on a not 
so hot start. Only winning one game.  They 
are not good.  They have time to improve, it 
just there not scoring as much as they are 
getting scored on. The Sabres are giving up 
3.9 goals a game, while they are scoring 2.6 
goals a game. Which is evident is that the 
defence has to get better as well as the 
goaltending. The Sabres have a while to 
improve but at this point in the season they 
do not look like the are going to make the 
playoffs. 

 

   Temi is a personal robot that helps you 

with your daily life. For example Temi can be 
connected to your house and can close your 
shades and turn off lights, that's not all. Temi 
can memorize your voice and find your 
location. Temi is like alexa, if you ask it a 
question, Temi will answer it, if you want to 
play a song Temi will do it, or you can ask to 
call someone. 
     The creator of this amazing robot is Yossi 
Wolf. He had 15 years of working with 
robotics up his sleeve. When he was being 
interviewed he said, “Looks more like a tablet 
on wheels.” 
     Temi stands 3 feet tall, has four wheels, 10 
inch tablet for head,  a thin curved body that 
looks like a vacuum, and has a 8 hour battery. 
     Wolf hopes that this machine will come 
out in late 2018 and will be selling below 
$1,500. You should start saving your money 
for this great item.  
      If you or your family is interested in a 1 
week try out, the company is offering 1,000 
people the ability to try it out for free for a 
week before release in exchange for 
feedback. Go the their website to sign up. 
They still have 150 tryouts left. 

  The Poetry Corner: Original Haikus 

By: Savannah Bartlett 

 
Do you enjoy writing? 

Do you like news? 
 

Consider joining  
The Spartan Star team 

 

Listen to the announcements 
for our next meeting! 

 

The poetic dream 
Of a good nice cherished life 

Just few get to live 
 

Red, orange, yellow, brown 
Colored leaves are falling down 

As the nights grow cold 
 

Stuffing and turkey 
Pumpkin pie and apple too 

Thanksgiving dinner 

Carved pumpkins glowing 
Costumes disguise the true faces  

Of all those around 
 

Pumpkin spice lattes  
Hot, creamy, and amazing 
Tastebuds dance with glee 

 

Beautiful, pretty 
Compromise equality 

It is not the same 
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